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.14, 1944, listed the crash of a Douglas SBD-4 Dauntless
.into Lake Michigan in. the usual mthtary facts-only

* C.G. 83476 came alongsuiemth pilot. 1013. Commenced

“operations.” The log went on to report that Ensign O'Dell
" suffered the folIowmg injuries: “(a) Minor contusion of

face, chin and forehead.”

-85 feet of water near downtown Chicago. 1 <115 -
In 1991, using a remotely piloted underwater vehlcle,

THE LOG OF USS WOLVERINE {]X-64J 011 September_ :

_ :manner “0935, Commenced flight operatlons ‘1001: SBD
(B-16] crashed into lake off starboard bow. .in 70 feet of
. water. Pilot: Ensign A.G, O'Dell, USNR, was plcked upby -
. C.G. [Coast Guard] 83476. 1003. Stopped engine.-1012. -

_ & THE NATIONAL MUSEUM of Naval Aviation took charge
* steaming on various courses at various speeds for flight

right shoulder. (b} Numerous }agged Iaceratlons of the

Asto the aircraft, Douglas Dauntless SBD-4 Bureau No.”*
10575, there is no further mention in thelog of the aircraft *
-or its disposition. Its exact Jocation was unknown until |
1988, when itwas discovered by a crew from the Chicago- -
based firm of A&T Recovery. Using a sonar device, the -

- AXT team locatéd the World War IT dive bomber in about .
' : fuselage had to be removed and replaced. The metal on

the recovery team cleared away much.of the sediment .
and bottomn debris that had accumulated in the nearly 50 .
years that the aircraft had rested on the floor of Lake :
‘Michigan. The airframe appeared to have quite a bit of .
.damage from the crash, and the landing gear had been .
' .npped off Stnce all naval alrcraft are de31gned to be hfted

'_compariment whlle hev was removmg th_

Navy records indicate that more than
100 various carrier aircraft crashed into
Lake Michigan while involved in carrier
qualification exercises during WWIL
During the war years, the Navy had con-
verted ‘two* old paddle-wheel,” coal-
burning. steamers, Sable (IX- 81) and
- Wolvering, toa type of aircraft carrier that
was used for training operations: With
550-foot flight decks lying comparatively .

low over the lake waters, Wolverine and Sable were a far cry
from frontline vessels. They did, however, provide a suit-

able substitute in the quahfymg ofas many as 15,000 pilots

for operations on ships serving in the battle zones. Some
ofthose students had received training at Glenview Naval
CAir Statlon inthe northwest suburbs of Chlcago o

of the recovered Dauntless and contracted with Black
Shadow Aviation to do a complete restoration. ‘The par-
tially disassembled aircraft was loaded on'a flatbed trailer
and trucked toa restoranon facility near ]aeksonvﬂle Fla,,
for the year-long project. The first task in the restoration
was to'wash out all the dirt and silt that remairied inside
the dive’ bomber—nearly 1,000 pounds of mud and
debris :

When__ ound ‘the Dauntless had been restmg on its
belly on the iake bottom; Due to contact with the lake bed
and the crash, the aluminum on the underside of the

the wings also showed signs of severe decay, damage from
the crash and electrolysis caused by the alumimem react-
ing to minerals in the lake water. The wmg ribs, however,
proved to be salvageable, : i

There were a few surprises durmg the renovanon For
example, one of the restorers came across a waterttght .




the center sectlon of the wmg (the _N_

_ _openecl the compartment a pair of ladies
“bloomers fell out.The restorers demdecl tha

1 compartment asajoke: -

‘| cept the vessel. - _
. One of the most pleasant surprzses was |
| the'excellent quality of the aluminum used - fo
| by Douglas Aircraft to build the Dauntless. - va:
| Wherever the metal had not made contact
| with the. bottor of the lake, it cleaned up

-designed this compartment to help keep the
aircraft afloat after awater landing, in orde;
to give crew members time to evacuate the
aircraft before it sank). When the restore

thé linderwear must have been put in

Another item ‘fotind on board was oneo

| | the crew’s mapping boards. Even though the
| | acetate cover on.the:board was yellowe
| from tinie and the effects of the lake water

distinct pencil markings were still visible, in-

dicating where the pilot would find the car- 5

rier and the heading he was to ﬁy to inter

‘all _of the in ments had 10 be I rnade" i

'AFTER:'MORE'THAN year o

‘aircraft fromthe $1st Bomb Squadron, 27th

:1.| .Bomb Group, as it would have appeared in -
“the Philippine Islands in1941:In reality, the-
‘|- -A"248 never madeiit to the islands. The Japa-
nese'invasion of the area resulted in the
.| shipment of dive bombers bemg di 'rte to
: Austraila instead. - i

- In‘all, the U.S: Arrny A.ll‘ Corps recewed

-a total 168-A-24s, which were ‘essentially -
-1 |:SBD-3s with modified electronics, no tail;
| ‘hook and a large pneimiatic tail wheel. The:
"Army had taken an interest'in- the aircraft’
-because: of its dive-bombing capabilities

after witnessing the Germans’:success with

their Junker Ju-87B Stukas in, France and”
‘| .;Poland. Banshees operated in'the Dutch
| ‘East Indies for a short time, buit their lack of -

- success-and high losses caused them to be._

mthdrawn from frontline service.”

‘major part'of an exhibit at the redesigned

-Midway Airport. (In 1949 the Chicago City.
- Council had changed the name of Munici-

| :pal:Airport to MidwayAirport to. honor.

those who servedm the hlst E attl ) The

Airport similar to the one flown by Medal of = |
- Honor recipient Lt. Cindr. Edward “Butch”: -

“cash and in-kind services were donated to

_brlng the Dauntless to Ciueago and promde
rell and looked almost new once the crew Gl :

ihad finished with it.’ i ;
‘| "The cockpit section turned out to be par-._
1 tlculariy difficult to reconstruct. The restora:
| tion crews tried to salvage as much of the
| original as poss1ble, but in the end virtually
. Pacifictheater Navy.colors of blue- ~graytop-
+.sides and light gray- undersides, it was dis-

. Chicago, whers
the ‘exhibit at M;dway Airport. After mu-

BD. was’ cempleted' but not in' Navy.
-colors. In -April 11996, the aircraft wis’
s_:s_hlpped to the National Museum of the U.S.
Air Force (NMUSAF) at Wright-Patterson Air
"Force Base, Ohio. Restoration spec1allst5_-'_.-5.=
 there painted it as anArmyAir Corps A-24 .
‘Banshee in World War II camouflage colors

of olive drab and neutral gray. Number}--”
1710575 was exhibited in the markings'of an _

‘painted - with . the wrong
‘number-on ‘the fuselage _sldes Qutck waork

-3a1rport operatlons
Traminimum.:

“In'1997 the City Council of Chlcago passed e
- atesolution expressing interest in having the |-
‘| Dauntless returned to the city to'become 2

vildcat on display at O’Hare Intern

'Hate. As a result of the City Cotinci
Uon, the Dauntless Memonal Com
as: formed, with many of ¢
gest corporations donatmg sign
amounts of money and services

roject. The committee’s major ¢ contﬂbutors _
onsisted of McDonald’s Corporation, the
eing Company, the Tribune McCormick
oundation, A. Epstein and Sons nferna-
1onal Archltects the Nauonal Museum of

Yacht Yarrl ‘Leopardo Constructior
ind Southwest Airlines. Along v w1th

seum officials repainted the dive bomber in

cked to the Wmdy City.

yard on the eltys South Side, where it had

ongmaljy been taken after being recovered
- from Lake Mich1ga mare than a decade

I_n prepaxa‘aon fer.the dive -bomber to be
exhibited at the airport, employees from the

Leeparcio Construction Company'breke
“down a’portion of ‘the:east wall
‘Midway terminal building, Then
“wasbuilt and set mto place to
3’jalrcraft

f the

-Since Mlclway isan actwe commerc;al air-
port, all preparations for placing the SBD

iside the; facility had to comply with gov-
ernment security regulatxons unposed asa

~:tesult of the September 11,2001, terrorist at-
- 'tacks, Tt was decided that the actual instal-
E 'latlon would be don_e ona Pnday n1ght w1th

on the fellowmg Saturday'evemng, when

d travelers would be at

+At'9 p.m. on Friday, August 20, 2004 a
crane lifted the disassembled Daunitless up
to the opening in the terminal wall. A crew

then carefully maneuvered the 6, 000-pound
aircraft through the opening and pushed it
inside. The SBD next had to be guided 800
feet through airport corridors to a point

oss from the food ceurt on Concourse A
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bled and lifted inito’ position in the con-

- complete.’.

“and areminder of justhow, 1Much we owe to
 the men and wornen who made up what has

“ honor at the center of an exhibit commem-

| painted with the side identification number

" “B:3," flown by Ensign Frederick T. Weber

| durinig the Pacific battle. Weber served as a

|| member of the 1st Division. of Bornbmg

‘| Squadron 6 (VB-6), a551gned to the carrier
: Enterpnse onJune 4, 1942; :

: Bombmg 6 made two attacks on the Japa-
niese' Mobile Fleet that had been poised to
- invade Midway Atoll: In' the first action,
" Weber in his SBD; the third aircraft in the

1| Kaga. The VB-6 after-action report stated

;|- that “at least three 1000 pound bomb.hits
‘| were observed on that target and it became
| @ mass of flame and smoke.” Since only
| three of the aircraft in Weber's squadron car-

- concluded that he and two others from his
3 squadron had apparently scored direct hits
an the Carrier, Weber survived the firstattack *

| refuel and rearm.
i fromVB 3: based on the carrier Yorktown,
‘| again attacked the Japanese fleet: The dive

‘needed to guard their carriers against a .

| ficially listed him and his gunner Aviation '
___'Ordnanceman 3rd Cl '
| kﬁied in action.:’

: :'E'_was posthumously awarded the Navy Cross
.| 'and retroactively. promoted. to lieutenant

“| flew during that last mission now holds a
: "iplace of honor at Midway Airport, remind-

pei 18

--AWATION'H!é':"dﬁvfmf:zous'ﬂi. T

Dt ng e n evenmg and mto the early
orning hours, the aircraft was reassem-

_course. By 4 a.m; on Sunday, August 22, the
major poruon of the mstallatlon pro;ect was

‘At the dedicatlon ceremony, whlch took
pIace on September 2, 2004, Mayo:: Richard
M. Daley said:/This. alrplane is much more
thar a muselnm piece ot a historical curiosity.
It is a symbal of American values, 4 tribute
to the courage and skill of otir armed forces,

rightly been called ‘the greatest generatlon
" The Dauntless now hangs in a place of

orating the Battle of Midway: It has been re-

i In*the mormng and” Eate afternoon,

first section, dived on the Japanese carrier

ried 1,000:pound bombs, the official report

‘of the’ day and returned to Enterpme to

. That afterhoon VB 6 along w1th alrcraft '

bombers had to'go without fighter escort,
because the Grumman F4F-4 Wildcats were

counterattack by, the remaining Japanese
flattop, Hiryu. As Weber and his colleagues
arrived over their target; they were jumped
by a combat air patrol of Mitsubishi AGM2
Zero fighters, Weber was still getting in po-
sition to begin his dive on Hiryw when his
'Dauntless was hit by eniemy fire and crashed
into the ocean: On July 3, 1942, the Navy of-

EL Hllbert as

- For his role in the smkmg of Kaga, Weber
junior grade. The replica of the aircraft he

“ing all who see it of the dedication and sac- -
rifice of those-who fought and dled at the
Battle of Mldway T+ B




	DOC066.PDF
	DOC007.PDF
	DOC006.PDF

