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Blackhawks Restaurant Opens at O’Hare  

New restaurant pays homage to the local professional hockey team and winner 
of four Stanley Cup Championships  

 
Chicago –Today, the Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) celebrated the official grand 
opening of Blackhawks Restaurant with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at O’Hare 
International Airport.  
 
CDA Commissioner, Rosemarie S. Andolino joined John McDonough, President and 
CEO, Chicago Blackhawks, Elie W. Maalouf, President and CEO, HMSHost and 
Chicago Blackhawks players to celebrate the opening of the new restaurant located in 
Terminal 2 near Gate E-3.  
 
“We are very excited to welcome Blackhawks Restaurant to O’Hare International 
Airport,” said Andolino. ”By featuring Chicago’s iconic restaurants, shops and sports 
teams at our airports; we are showcasing our world-class city to millions of travelers from 
around the globe.”   
 
Blackhawks Restaurant is a joint effort between HMSHost and the Chicago Blackhawks. 
The restaurant pays homage to one of the most popular professional hockey teams in 
the U.S. and winner of four Stanley Cup championships.   
 
“We are proud to partner with HMSHost and the Chicago Department of Aviation to open 
the Blackhawks Restaurant at O’Hare International Airport, one of the first of its kind in 
professional sports,” McDonough said. “This unique establishment will give Blackhawks 
fans and hockey fans from all over the world a place to feel at home when traveling 
through Chicago.” 

Reminiscent of the neighborhood bars and restaurants where loyal fans gather to cheer 
on the home team, the O’Hare Blackhawks Restaurant features menu items from 
Chicago’s Stanley’s Kitchen & Tap– a full service restaurant located on Lincoln Ave. in 
Chicago’s Lincoln Park neighborhood. Since 1993, Stanley’s has been known as 
Chicago’s premier destination for watching hockey and dining with a menu of traditional 
American home-style cooking. The new Blackhawks Restaurant will feature the same 
home-style cooking with an addition of classic breakfast selections.   
 
“It is our pleasure to bring exciting dining options that represent one of the most beloved 
sports teams here in Chicago and the signature local flavor that will make the day better 
for O’Hare’s travelers,” said Stephen Douglas, Vice President, Business Development 
for HMSHost.   

- More - 
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Blackhawks Restaurant, like all new concessionaires at O’Hare and Midway Airports, 
aligns with the CDA Sustainable Airport Manual (SAM) guidelines by incorporating 
sustainability into the restaurant’s planning, design, construction and operation.  
 
There are more than 160 food/beverage and retail concessions at O’Hare, many of 
which offer a taste of Chicago or offer unique Chicago products. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
About CDA  
The Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) is self-supporting, using no local or state tax dollars for 
operations or capital improvements at O’Hare and Midway International airports. Together, Chicago’s 
airports generate more than $45 billion in annual economic activity and create 540,000 jobs for the region. 
Please visit www.flychicago.com to learn more about the Chicago Department of Aviation.  
 
The CDA continues to incorporate and expand sustainable initiatives for airport planning, operations and 
maintenance, and concessions and tenants in accordance with the CDA Sustainable Airport Manual (SAM) 
Version 2.0, released in November 2010. To view case studies, lessons learned and new technologies, and 
for more information on the SAM, please visit www.airportsgoinggreen.org. 
 
The O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP) transforms O’Hare’s airfield from an outdated system of 
intersecting runways into a modern parallel runway configuration. The program will reduce overall delays at 
the Airport by 79 percent, and bad weather delays by 95 percent. It will create 195,000 new jobs and $18 
billion in additional economic activity each year. Please visit www.oharemodernization.org to learn more 
about the OMP. 
 
 
About HMSHost 
HMSHost is a world leader in creating dining and shopping for travel venues. HMSHost operates in more 
than 100 airports around the globe, including the 20 busiest airports in North America. The Company has 
annual sales in excess of $2.5 billion and employs more than 34,000 sales associates worldwide. HMSHost 
is a part of Autogrill Group, the world’s leading provider of food & beverage and retail services for people on 
the move. With sales of over � 5.7 billion in 2009, the Group operates in 43 countries and employs some 
70,000 people. It manages over 5,500 stores in more than 1,200 locations worldwide. Visit 
www.HMSHost.com for more information and find us on Facebook at HMSHost Making the Traveler’s Day 
Better.  

 
# # # # 

 
Editor’s note – Two jpg. photos are attached. 
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Photo 1 caption: (Left to right) John McDonough, President and CEO, Chicago Blackhawks; 
Rosemarie S. Andolino, Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) Commissioner; (at podium) and 
Blackhawks players Niklas Hjalmarsson, Stan Mikita, Tony Esposito and Patrick Kane celebrated 
the grand opening of Blackhawks Restaurant on July 13, 2011. Blackhawks is located in Terminal 
2 post-security near Gate E-3 at O’Hare International Airport.  
 
Photo courtesy: Chicago Department of Aviation/kp 
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Photo 2 caption: (Left to right) Elie W. Maalouf, President and CEO of HMSHost Corporation; 
Rosemarie S. Andolino, Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) Commissioner; John McDonough, 
President and CEO, Chicago Blackhawks (at podium) and Blackhawks players Niklas 
Hjalmarsson, Stan Mikita, Tony Esposito and Patrick Kane and mascot Tommy Hawk celebrated 
the grand opening of Blackhawks Restaurant on July 13, 2011. Blackhawks is located in Terminal 
2 post-security near Gate E-3 at O’Hare International Airport.  
 
Photo courtesy: Chicago Blackhawks  
 

 
 


